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Cicero's de Amidtia and de Senecfute, Vergil's Eclogues
and Georgics. The third class of Grammar completed
the knowledge of syntax and prosody. Greek was learnt
in all three classes by the side of Latin, only to a much
less extent Religion received a good deal of attention ;
of arithmetic, geography, history, and modern languages
not a word is said. The two upper classes were called
the classes of Humanities ; the first was called Humanity
or Poetry, the second Rhetoric. These high-sounding
names were scarcely warranted by the facts. The ' Ratio
Studiorum' states that the business of ' Poetry' is to pre-
pare the groundwork of eloquence, and this in three
ways—by the knowledge of the language, by erudition,
and by a short instruction in the rules of rhetoric.
* Rhetoric' is to form the pupil to a perfect eloquence, to
the faculty of the orator and the poet, but the first is the
most important. In short we see that the object of these
three last years is the formation of a Latin style in prose
and poetry. For this purpose the speeches of Cicero were
read, Caesar, Sallust, Livy, Curtius, Vergil, Horace, and
other Latin authors. These were carefully expurgated.
To this was added the other exercises of classical
education with which we are familiar in our public schools
—repeating passages by heart, the writing of Latin
themes and verses, for the better composition of which
the ' Gradus ad Parnassum J was invented by a Jesuit,
concertations, declamations, and the acting of Latin
plays. In the three lower classes half-an-hour a day
had been devoted to Greek, in the two upper this time
was doubled. If we may judge by the list of Greek
Authors which were supposed to be read, considerable
proficiency must have been attained. It comprises
Demosthenes, Plato, Thucydides, Homer, Hesiod,
Pindar, and others of the same kind, Gregory oi

